
Twinkl Phonics and Rhino Readers

The Twinkl Phonics SSP programme is aligned with the 
Rhino Readers scheme to provide a selection of books 
that perfectly complement your phonics teaching.

This resource shows which sounds and tricky/common 
exception words are taught in each level of Twinkl Phonics 
and how they match the Rhino Readers levels. Children 
should be able to recognise these sounds and read the 
tricky/common exception words before they are given a book 
from that level.

Teaching and Learning Programme Overview
Teach the new sounds using the
lesson presentations.1

2

3

Practise the sounds and tricky/ 
common exception words using the  
minibooks and workbooks.

Use the Rhino Readers books to practise  
applying decoding skills independently. 
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Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level
Unit    Twinkl Phonics Teaching Packs Rhino Readers Books

Unit 1:
Me and 

My Family

 

 

 

Unit 2:
Traditional

Tales

Unit 3:  
People 

Who Help Us

More Rhino Readers Level 1 Books coming soon to match Units 4 - 6 of Twinkl Phonics

Le
ve

l 1

Daily Large and Small Group Activities covering Aspects 1 to 6

Daily Large and Small Group Activities covering Aspects 1 to 6

Daily Large and Small Group Activities covering Aspects 1 to 6

Click here for the full  
Level 1 Unit 1 Collection

Click here for the full  
Level 1 Unit 2 Collection

Click here for the full  
Level 1 Unit 3 Collection

Teaching and Learning Programme Overview: Nursery

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-1-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-1-unit-1-level-1-reading-scheme
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-1-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-1-unit-2-level-1-reading-scheme
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-1-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-1-unit-3-level-1-reading-scheme
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Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level

Rhino 
Readers 

Level
Focus Tricky Words     Twinkl Phonics 

Lesson Presentations
Twinkl Phonics 

Minibooks
Twinkl Phonics  

Pupil Workbooks Rhino Readers Books

Teaching and Learning Programme Overview: Reception

2a s, a, t, p, i, n, 

m, d, g, o, c, k
–

2b e, u, r, h, b, f, 

l, ck, ss, ll, ff, s(z)
to, the, no, go, I

2c
Consolidation of 
Level 2 sounds

Compound words
All previous words
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Level 2 Weeks 1–3  
Lesson Presentations

Level 2 Weeks 4–5 
Lesson Presentations

Level 2 Week 6  
Lesson Presentations

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Level 2 Weeks 1–3 
Workbooks

Level 2 Weeks 4–5 
Workbooks

Level 2 Week 6 
Workbook

The Rhino Readers books are to be read 
once learners are secure with all skills 
taught within the linked Twinkl Phonics 
content.

Click here for the full 
Level 2a Collection

Click here for the full 
Level 2b Collection

Click here for the full 
Level 2c Collection

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-2-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-2a-level-2-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-2-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-2b-level-2-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-2-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-2c-level-2-rhino-readers-ebooks
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Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level

Rhino 
Readers 

Level
Focus Tricky Words Twinkl Phonics 

Lesson Presentations
Twinkl Phonics 

Minibooks
Twinkl Phonics  

Pupil Workbooks Rhino Readers Books

3a j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu,  

ch, sh, th, th, ng

he, she, we, me, 

be, was

3b
ai, ee, igh, oa, oo,  

oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi,  

ear, air, ure, er

my, you, they, 

here, all, are

3c
Consolidation of  
Level 3 sounds All previous words
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Level 3 Weeks 1–4 
Lesson Presentations

Level 3 Weeks 5–10 
Lesson Presentations

Level 3 Week 11–12 
Lesson Presentations

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks 
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Level 3 Weeks 1–4 
Workbooks

Level 3 Weeks 5–10 
Workbooks

Level 3 Weeks 11–12 
Workbooks

The Rhino Readers books are to be read 
once learners are secure with all skills 
taught within the linked Twinkl Phonics 
content.

Click here for full  
Level 3b Collection

Click here for full  
Level 3c Collection

Click here for full  
Level 3a Collection

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-3-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-3c-level-3-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-3-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-3a-level-3-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-3-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-3b-level-3-rhino-readers-ebooks
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Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level

Rhino 
Readers 

Level
Focus Tricky Words Twinkl Phonics 

Lesson Presentations
Twinkl Phonics 

Minibooks
Twinkl Phonics  

Pupil Workbooks Rhino Readers Books

4a
CVCC and CCVC 

words without 
Level 3 

digraphs or 
trigraphs

said, so, have, like, 

come, some

4b

Words containing 
adjacent 

consonants, 
including Level 3 

digraphs/trigraphs

Polysyllabic words

were, there, little, one, do,

when, out, what

4c Three-letter 
adjacent 

consonants
All previous words
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Level 4 Weeks 1–2  
Lesson Presentations

Level 4 Weeks 3–4 
Lesson Presentations

Level 4 Week 5  
Lesson Presentations

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Level 4 Weeks 1–2 
Workbooks

Level 4 Weeks 3–4 
Workbooks

Level 4 Week 5 
Workbook

The Rhino Readers books are to be read 
once learners are secure with all skills 
taught within the linked Twinkl Phonics 
content.

Click here for the full 
Level 4a Collection

Click here for the full 
Level 4b Collection

Click here for the full 
Level 4c Collection

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-4-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-4a-level-4-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-4-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-4b-level-4-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-4-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-4c-level-4-rhino-readers-ebooks
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Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level

Rhino 
Readers 

Level
Focus Common Exception 

Words
Twinkl Phonics 

Lesson Presentations
Twinkl Phonics 

Minibooks
Twinkl Phonics  

Pupil Workbooks Rhino Readers Books

5a
First

Steps

 ‘ay’ saying /ai/ 
‘oy’ saying /oi/ 
‘ie’ saying /igh/ 
‘ea’ saying /ee/

could, should, would, 

want, oh, their, Mr, Mrs     

5a

‘a_e’ saying /ai/ 
‘e_e’ saying /ee/ 
‘i_e’ saying /igh/ 
‘o_e’ saying /oa/ 

‘u_e’ saying /oo/ and 
/yoo/ 

‘ou’ saying /ow/ 
Long Vowel Sounds 

‘ch’ saying /c/ 
‘ch’ saying /sh/

love, your, people, looked, 

called, asked, water, 

where, who, why, thought, 

through

5b

‘ir’ saying /ur/ 
‘ue’ saying /yoo/  

and /oo/ 
‘ew’ saying /yoo/  

and /oo/ 
‘y’ saying /ee/ 

‘aw’/’au’ saying /or/ 
‘ow’/’oe’ saying /oa/ 

‘wh’ saying /w/ 
‘c’ saying /s/ 
‘g’ saying /j/ 

‘ph’ saying /f/ 
‘ea’ saying /e/

work, house, many, 

laughed, because, 

different, any, eye, friend, 

also, once, live, please, 

coming, Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, brother, 

more, before

5c
‘ie’ saying /ee/ 

‘tch’ saying /ch/ 
‘are’/’ear’  

saying /air/ 
‘ore’ saying /or/

January, February, April, 

July, scissors, beautiful, 

castle, treasure, door, 

floor, bought, favourite, 

autumn, gone, colour, 

other, does, talk, two, 

know
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Level 5 Weeks 11–20 
Lesson Presentations

Level 5 Week 21–30  
Lesson Presentations

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Level 5 Weeks 1–10 
Workbooks

Level 5 Weeks 1–4  
Lesson Presentations

Two minibooks  
per week

Level 5 Weeks 1–4 
Workbooks

Click here for full 5a 
First Steps Collection

Level 5 Weeks 1–10  
Lesson Presentations

Level 5 Weeks 21–30 
Workbooks

Level 5 Weeks 11–20 
Workbooks

Teaching and Learning Programme Overview: Year 1

The Rhino Readers books are to be read 
once learners are secure with all skills 
taught within the linked Twinkl Phonics 
content.

Click here for full 
Level 5a Collection

Click here for full 
Level 5b Collection

Click here for full 
Level 5c Collection

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-5a-first-steps-level-5-reading-scheme
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-5a-level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-5b-level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-5c-level-5-rhino-readers-ebooks
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Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level

Rhino 
Readers 

Level
Focus Common Exception 

Words*
Twinkl Phonics 

Lesson Presentations
Twinkl Phonics 

Minibooks
Twinkl Phonics  

Pupil Workbooks Rhino Readers Books

6a

‘y’ saying /igh/

‘dge’ saying /j/

‘ge’ saying /j/

‘gn’ saying /n/

‘kn’ saying /n/ 

‘wr’ saying /r/

‘le’ saying /l/

four, eight, world, poor, 

great, break, steak

6b

‘eer’ saying /ear/

‘ey’ saying /ee/

‘mb’ saying /m/ 

‘a’ and ‘al’ saying  
/or/ 

‘o’ saying /u/ 

‘ture’

busy, clothes, whole, 

listen, build, earth, 

delicious, fruit, learn, 

search, famous, shoe, 

pretty, neighbour, group, 

England, tongue, country, 

heart, dangerous

6c

‘war’ saying /wor/

‘wor’ saying /wur/

‘wa’ saying /wo/

‘qua’ saying /quo/

‘s’ saying /zh/

‘tion’

special, enough, aunt, 

father, prove, improve, 

hour, move, sure, sugar, 

half, quarter, straight, 

touch, caught, daughter, 

journey, area, heard, early
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Level 6 Weeks 1–10  
Lesson Presentations

Level 6 Weeks 11–20 
Lesson Presentations

Level 6 Week 21–30  
Lesson Presentations

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Two minibooks  
per week

Level 6 Weeks 1–10 
Workbooks

Level 6 Weeks 11–20 
Workbooks

Level 6 Weeks 21–30 
Workbooks

Teaching and Learning Programme Overview: Year 2

The Rhino Readers books are to be read 
once learners are secure with all skills 
taught within the linked Twinkl Phonics 
content.

Click here for full 
Level 6a Collection

Click here for full 
Level 6b Collection

Click here for full 
Level 6c Collection

*Level 6 focuses on spelling common exception words. These words are included in books for consolidation. 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-6-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-6a-level-6-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-6-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-6b-level-6-rhino-readers-ebooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-scheme/level-6-rhino-readers-ebooks/level-6c-level-6-rhino-readers-ebooks

